Action for Tasmanians with Autism
Developing an Autism State Plan
The Tosmonian Greens will deliver o 5685 (XX) over four yearc pockoge: to
develop a comprehensive L0 year Stote Plan ond ensure the continued delivery

of

autism support seruices to Tosmonians with outism, and theirfamilies.
The prevalence of Tasmanians with autism is growing, and the demand
for better services and improved support is also growing. We need an
inclusive and holistic approach across all agencies, that ensures the
highest possibly standard of care and opportunity is available for
children with autism and their families.
The Greens will invest in developing a comprehensive State Plan and
implementation strategy to deliver targeted support services with a
whole-of-life focus from childhood to adulthood for Tasmanians with
autism.

> THE ISSUE
. Autism Spectrum

Disorder (ASD) is an umbrella term that refers
to a range of lifelong developmental conditions and complex

neurodevelopment disorders that share some common
symptoms, including Autistic disorder, Retts and Asperger's
syndrom. The causes of ASD are unclear, but its symptoms
include social impairments, communication difficulties, and
restricted, repetitive, and stereotyped patterns of behaviour, all
of which can occur along a spectrum of varying degrees of

r

Education is the keyto setting up long-term opportunities of
people with autism.

.

Children and young people with ASD are entitled to extra
targeted assistance in the early years, school, college and
university. The transition period between each education setting,
as well as from education to the workforce are also crucial
periods where assistance is required.

r

The rate of school completion for students with disability is a
little over half that of all Australian students, and two thirds of
students with disability report difficulties fitting into school.

.

the whole family requiring extensive and careful
planning of routine daily actions. Assisting those with ASD in
school, social activities, and the workplace, is also to assist those
who care for them. A key challenge is to turn around entrenched
discrimination and lack of understanding within the community.
ASD impacts on

.

The '!ilo" approach to care by health, disability and education
sectors needs to change to becoming more collaborative and
focused on delivering inclusive pathways to care and services.

intensity.
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According to Autism Tasmania, Autism affects one in 110 people.
Nationally and internationally ASDs are becoming more
prevalent placing increasing pressure on services and assistance
programs.
Diagnosis is currently based on particular behavioural patterns
being evident, as there is not medical or genetic screening for
diagnostic laboratory test for ASD.
Although ASD varies significantly in character and severity, it
occurs in all ethnic and socioeconomic groups and affects every
age group, and is four times more likely to occur in males than
females.
There is no cure forASDs. Therapies and behavioural
interventions are designed to remedy specific symptoms and can
bring about substantial improvement.
Many people with ASD will have unique ways of thinking, learning
and reacting to different circumstances and social interactions.
The ideal treatment plan coordinates therapies and interventions

that meet the specific needs of individual children. Most health
care professionals agree that the earlier the intervention, the
better.

o

People with an ASD usually continue to need support services as
they get older, but many are able to work successfully and live
independently or within a supportive environment.

> OUR PLAN
{
r

5100,000 to develop a comprehensive 10 Year State Plan
for Tasmanians with Autism,
5375, 000 over the forward estimates to Autism Tasmania
lnc. This is a government funded, professional not-for-profit
organisation, which provides invaluable education, support
and practical help to people on the autism spectrum through
its state wide Autism Support Service. Recurrent funding will
boost family support services, research and capacity building.

r
t

5210, 000 over the forward estimates to continue Autism
Tasmania's information, referral and access to respite
programs for families of children on the autism spectrum.

Program. The Greens will ensure this successful
program (previously known as the pilot A-Team program)

STARS

continues. Funding is already allocated within the Education
Department and we would ensure it is protected and carried
through.
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> DELIVERING OUR POLICY

> Key Focus Areas of the 10 year State
Autism Plan

The Greens have a strong track record of working to improve social

inclusion for children and adults with disability:-

+

i

The Greens campaigned in 2009, and took to the 20L0 state
election a commitment to continue the successful Autism

t

education pilot initiative, "the A-Team".

+
+
+

Secured additional four-year funding for Autism Tasmania in 2010

ln2O!2,as Greens Education Minister Nick McKim MP

+

lmprove 'ASD friendly' school and educational environments;

guaranteed that the A-Team program would continue (it is now
known as the STARS Program)

t

Develop targeted transition strategies from early years to
primary school, high school, college, university, the

A Greens Education Minister championed Tasmania signing up

to

A Greens Human Services Minister helped deliver Tasmania as a
launch site for the National Disability lnsurance Scheme (NDIS)'

To build on these foundations the Greens will invest in developing
dedicated and long term strategy to be developed to ensure the
necessary services are targeted, effective and meet the needs of

a

Tasmanians with Autism now and into the future.

A 70 Yeor Stote Autism Plon qnd lmplementotion Strotegyi
+ Will be developed in consultation with stakeholders including
Autism Tasmania, advocacy groups, state schools, Catholic and
independent schools, child care facilities, employment and skills
agencies, the Mental Health Council and local government'

+

lmprove access to support for both ASD Tasmanians and their
families/ca rers;

workforce, mature age and older age stages;

the Gonski Reforms

d

Develop a robust evidence base about ASD;

whole-of-government approach is required all government
departments will be involved administered through the
Department of Premier and Cabinet.

As a

+

lmprove training, skill development and employment
opportunities, and'ASD friendly' workplaces;

+

Greater social inclusion and community awareness;

-

Better collaboration between agencies, research, and
diagnosis facilities. lmproved training for carers, teachers,
school psychologists and speech pathologists, medical
professionals, and law enforcement officers, to avoid
duplication while ensuring consistency in delivery of services'

> Gonski Reforms Assisting Children

with Disability

Why o 70 year Stote Autism Plon?

t

The Development of a dedicated Autism Plan and
lmplementation strategy for Tasmania acknowledges the
prevalence of people with autism in our community, recognises
that those Tasmanians have specific support needs, and
recognises that demand for those services is growing.
We need to better understand, and plan for, the growing service
demand trends, and the support needed by people with ASD as
they move from childhood through to adulthood, along with their
families and carers. Some of these support services my come
from the general state service system, or specific programs or
specialist care may be needed'
We willwork with speech pathologists and school psychologists
to develop resourcing, recruiting and retention strategies for
specialists in schools.
We need to know how to best identify, resource and target those
needs on a whole-of-life spectrum for Tasmanians with ASD:
from diagnosis, early interventions, schooling, employment and
social opportunities.

will also involve fostering greater understanding in the
community, to breakdown barriers to acceptance and inclusion'

This
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> Other Greens' policy initiatives:
This policy initiative should be read in conjunction

"The UN Convention on the
Rights of PeoPle with
Disabitities is clear on the
obligotions Austrolia hos to
provide an inclusive

with other Greens'

election commitments including:
invests an
Growing Lounching into Leoming (Stoge 2) -which
L4 teacher
of
equivalent
the
provide
for
to
additional 55 million
positions across up to 70
FTE
aides
teacher
7
positions,
and
FtE
to cover
Schools. lt will also expand Launching into Learning
and
identification
Early
years
age'
of
eight
to
children from birth
program will
ini.rv"ntion is crucial for children with ASD, and this
providing parents with
assist in those early steps as well as assist
to work closely with
ability
and
networks
support
the necessary
most appropriate
teachers and teacher aides in identifying the
learning tools for their child'

education sYstem, and
Gonski has detoiled a new
funding sYstem which
would Provide imProved
educotionol outcomes ond
gredter equitY for all
students."

four years to
Its all obout Abitity - which invests S2'5 million over
given every
are
disabilitY
with
people
living
ensure that
they deserve'
opportunity to access the meaningful employment
pathways
develop
to
support
targeted
pt.n includes boosted
to
school
secondary
from
disability
with
for siudents

fii,

Stephonie Gotlib, Executive Officer
Ch ild re n w ith Di so bi I ity Au stro I i a,

employment.
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>TABLEl:ActionforTasmanianswithAutismlnvestment
20t3-74
Budget

2014-75
Forward
Estimate

50

t25

Autism Tasmania recurrent funding support

AutismTasmania-information,referralandaccessforrespitecare

2076-17
Forward
Estimate

5'000

s'000

l0YearStateAutismPlanandlmplementationstrategydevelopment

2015-16
Forward
Estimate

t25

70
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