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Cassy O’Connor MP Member for Denison

Tasmanian Greens
Wednesday, 3 March 2010
Mr Roger Law

Action for Tasmanian Autistic Children
e-mail: atactas@gmail.com  
Dear Roger,
Thank you for your e-mail seeking the Tasmanian Greens’ views on issues of concern to Tasmanian children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and their families.
Our responses to the specific points raised are below. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to clarify any of the matters discussed.
1. The American Academy of Paediatricians has just issued new recommendations to its members advising that they should screen all children for autism at 18 months and 2 years. This new policy of AAP recognises the importance of early intervention programmes for

children with autism. Will you introduce screening for autism in Tasmania for children at ages 18 months and 2 years?
The Tasmanian Greens recognise the importance of early intervention programmes for children with autism and give in-principle support to the introduction of screening for autism in Tasmania

at the ages of 18 months and 2 years. We believe early identification of autism and engagement with children and their families is crucial to achieving the best outcomes.
2. At the moment diagnosis in Tasmania is problematic, with a priority given to children under 7 years of age and with a 3 month waiting list. Will your government establish

AUTISM CLINICS in the four major hospital in Tasmania where those who are red flagged by the screening process can be directed for full diagnosis not only of autism, but of the many

co-morbidities associated with autism to ensure that a holistic treatment plan that also covers such co-morbidities as well as for autism can be drawn up for each child?
The Tasmanian Greens recognise that there is no one-size-fits-all approach to managing autism and that autistic children are all different from each other. We recently released the Effective

Disability Services policy initiative which commits an investment of $4.4m in a range of targeted programs designed to ensure improvements in the provision of disability services. I have attached

a copy of this policy initiative for your information.
Included in this package is a commitment of $3m over three years (funding four FTEs) to establish two Autism Spectrum Disorder Clinics based at the Royal Hobart and Launceston General
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